Phlebectasia of the external jugular vein with thrombosis: report of a case.
An 81-year-old male presented with a soft mass on his neck noted in the supine position. After undergoing an operation for an inguinal hernia, the mass was noted to persist regardless of the patient's position. Computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging revealed phlebectasia of the external jugular vein with an associated thrombosis. Under general anesthesia, the external jugular vein was ligated and removed, along with the thrombus. A histological section revealed that the tunica media of the external jugular vein was absent, and the smooth muscle layer and elastic fibers were attenuated in the fusiform area of the vein. Due to the risk of propagation of the clot and pulmonary embolism, resection of the external jugular vein is advised in cases of phlebectasia of the external jugular vein.